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The education system in the UK is divided into four distinct areas:
primary, secondary, further, and higher education. Primary and
secondary education, which caters to children aged 5 to 16, is
compulsory. Most students attend publicly 
funded state schools, but independent private schools and 
homeschooling options are also available.

The education system in Scotland is unique compared to the rest of the UK. It
operates under its own legislative framework, curriculum, and qualifications
system. Education remains compulsory from ages 5 to 16, and after completing 
secondary school, students can pursue the Scottish Certificate of Education, 
which serves as a university entry qualification.

Academic Year

 Theacademic year in the UK typically spans from September to July and is 
generally divided into three terms. However, some schools, especially in
Scotland, may follow a four-term schedule. University term dates are set by 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
https://education.gov.scot/
https://education.gov.scot/
https://education.gov.scot/


individual institutions, while school and college terms are determined by local
authorities, leading to minor regional variations.
Higher Education
The UK boasts some of the oldest universities globally, with over 150 higher
education institutions offering a wide array of choices for students and
academics. Each institution varies in location, facilities, and atmosphere. While 
these categories may overlap, universities are often classified as:

Campus universities – where most university buildings are located on a
single large site
City universities – where university facilities are spread across various
locations within a town or city
Collegiate universities – where different colleges operate with varying
degrees of independence

You may also encounter terms like ‘red brick,’ ‘plate glass,’ and ‘post-1992’ to
describe universities based on their age or architectural style. Additionally, UK
universities may belong to various professional and research associations, such 
as The Russell Group, University Alliance, and million+. Institutions are ranked 
annually by The Times based on criteria like teaching, research, influence, and
innovation.
Funding
In recent years, the funding model for universities in the UK has undergone
significant changes. The direct financial support from the state has decreased
considerably, allowing universities to charge tuition fees of up to £9,000 per 
year. Although this decision has sparked social and political controversy, it has 
prompted universities to innovate and operate as more successful commercial 
entities.

Courses
UK universities offer a broad spectrum of degree courses, varying in length.
Typical full-time course durations include:

Undergraduate degrees – three years
Postgraduate degrees (taught) – one year
Postgraduate degrees (research) – two years
Doctoral degrees – three years

Some students opt for part-time courses to balance family commitments or
work alongside their studies, extending the duration. Most undergraduate
courses at Scottish universities last four years instead of the usual three, and
professional programs like medicine and veterinary science require additional 
years to complete. Conversely, some institutions are now introducing fast-track 
courses that reduce duration and provide students with significant tuition fee 
savings.

Research
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UK institutions have a rich history in research, prioritizing it as part of their
university ranking criteria. Funding for academic research is available from
multiple sources, but competition for these funds can be intense.
Further Education
Further education refers to optional learning that occurs in schools or colleges
after compulsory education ends at age 16. This phase precedes entry into
higher education and offers various further education qualifications.
Primary and Secondary Education
All state and many private schools in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland
adhere to the National Curriculum, which is organized into four Key Stages.
Students are assessed at the conclusion of each stage, with examinations taken
at age 16 (Key Stage 4) marking their first formal academic qualifications,
influencing their path to further education.

In Scotland, there is no statutory curriculum, and the qualifications earned
through primary and secondary education differ from those in the rest of the 
UK.
Preschool and Childcare Options
For families relocating with children who have not yet reached school age,
numerous preschool and childcare options are available, including:

Local authority (state-run) nursery schools
Nursery classes in independent schools
Children and family centres
Community childcare centres
Privately-operated day nurseries
Workplace nurseries
Playgroups

Many of these options are privately funded and can be quite costly for parents.
The Free Early Education scheme offers assistance with these expenses by
providing a designated amount of free childcare each week. Some employers
may directly support childcare costs, while others provide salary sacrifice 
schemes, such as childcare vouchers, to help parents manage preschool 
education expenses.
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